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From: Salam Academy Board of Directors  
 
To:  Donors and supporters of Salam Academy 
 
Subject: Donation to Salam Academy  
 
Bismillah-ir-Rahman-ir-Raheem 
In the Name of Allah, Most Kind, Most Merciful 

The board of Salam Academy appreciates your continuing help and support through your 
donations to the financial aid scholarship account. The school uses this account to support the 
students who are not able to pay their part or full tuition amounts. Your contribution allows 
the school to be affordable for all Muslim families despite their financial status. 

We appreciate your valuable support to our students who are eager to receive their education 
under Islamic Environment. Please see attached how much our students appreciate your 
donations and support to the school as expressed in their own words. Salam Academy plays 
important role in establishing the Islamic Identity of our children since their early stages of 
life. Consequently, the school is a vital organization to maintain a strong and healthy 
American Muslim community that sustains its presence in the west and populates our 
Masjids and Islamic Centers for future generations to come. Please see attached Salam 
Academy’ brief summary of the importance of Islamic Schools in America. In essence, we 
strongly believe that your donation does not only support the students who cannot afford the 
tuition but also directly contribute to the sustainability of the Muslim community in America.  

We are pleased to report the continuing progress and outstanding performance of our students 
that was evident by the many special awards and recognition they received in the 2013’ 
regional and State science fair competitions. Three of Salam Academy students won the 
second places in the State Junior Division for Behavioral Science and Microbiology 
categories; and two of Salam Academy Alumni won honorable mention and the first place in 
the Medical and Health & science category, in the State Senior Division. Many of Salam 
Academy students won several special awards as well first and second positions in the 
Central New Mexico Science Fair in March 31, 2013. Additionally, our students’ records in 
the star Math and reading, and the ITBS testing show remarkable progress in their studies, 
and the majority of our students are 1-2 levels above their grade level.  

The academic achievements of our students mainly are attributed to the Allah’s blessing, the 
stability and support of their families, their hard work and dedication, and the conservative 
Islamic environment around them. We are working hard to ensure that Salam Academy 
continues to shield our children from the bullying at public schools and non-Islamic 
distractions.  

The last quarter of the academic year represents the most difficult financial time for the 
school, especially with the weak economy that affected many of our students’ families.  With 
your support and generous donations, we are hoping to continue our service to the 
community and grow to serve the future generations of the Muslim community.  JAK 

Date: May 7, 2013 
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Abdullah Shah- 9th Grade (Family Connection Program): 
• Second Place: $50, Sonicare Toothbrush 
• Honorable Mention: Medicine & Health category- Senior Division 
• First Place: W.Randolph Lovelace II Memorial Scholarship- $1000 
• First Place: Jim Adams Memorial Award- $100 
• Second Place: Regional Science Fair Award- Medicine & Health Sciences  
• Second Place: UNM Health Sciences Center- $100  
• Third Place: NM Society of Anesthesiologists/ Dr.Cyril Taylor Memorial  
• Honorable Mention- NM Junior Academy of Science- Research Paper  

Abdullah Mamdani & Taha Quraishi (Team Project)- 8th Grade: 
• Second Place: Medal and Certificate- Microbiology Category- Junior Division 

• First Place-UNM Health Sciences Center - $150 (split) 
• First Place: BROADCOM MASTERS invitation and Certificate 
• First Place: UNM Chapter Sigma Xi Award- Invitation  
• First Place: Regional Science Fair Award- Microbiology & Cellular/ Molecular 

Biology Category- $100 (split) plus Medal 
• Second Place: ICNM Award- $25 (split) 
• NAIOP luncheon invitation  
• Honorable Mention: Regional Research Challenge Junior Encouragement  

Marwa Kassem- 8th Grade: 
• First Place: American Psychological Association Educational Directorate 

• Second Place:  Behavioral Science category- Junior Division 

• First Place: NM Speech, Language and Hearing Association 

• First Place: John Lynwood Gallegos- $100 

• Second Place- Regional Research Challenge Junior Encouragement  
• Second Place: Regional Science Fair Award 

• Second Place: BROADCOM MASTERS Invitation and Certificate 

• Qualified for NM State Science Fair 

 

 

Central NM Science & 
Engineering Research 

Challenge 2013 

 
Salam Academy Alumni: 
Jenene & Serene Akkad (Team Project): 

First Place: ICNM Award- $100 
 
Soiba Mansoor: 

 First Place: $150 plus medal and a 
certificate- Medicine & Health 
Category- Senior Division plus many 
awards  

 Qualified for ISEF International 
Science Fair 

 First Place: Regional Science Fair 
Award Senior Division- Medicine & 
Health Category. $100 plus Medal 

 ISEF Regional representative 
  

      
  
    

 

Participation Certificate: 
 Sara Hasan- 8th Grade 
 Fatima Gauba & Rinad Yousef (Team 

Project)- 8th Grade 
 Odey Yousef- 8th Grade 
 Caleb Fisher- 7th Grade 
 Laila Saleem- 7th Grade 
 Sanan Guaba- 7th Grade 
 Mahnoor Gauba with Mehrnaz 

Dargahi (Team project)- 6th Grade 
 Kainan Shetabi- 6th Grade 
 Leena Aggad 
 Farha Watley 
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Why Islamic Schools in the U.S. are Very Important? 
The benefits of Islamic schools go far beyond the 
Islamic and Language teachings offered to our 
children or providing education under a safe and 
healthy Islamic environment.   Islamic schools are 
the main pillars that ensure the long term 
sustainability of the Muslim communities in the 
west.  Usually the first generation of immigrants 
has the strongest Islamic identity that drives them 
to populate the Islamic centers and maintains a 
cohesive Muslim community. This sense of Islamic 
identity could get weaker and weaker with the 
second and third generations in the absence of Islamic schools.  Declining immigration and 
absence of Islamic schools will result in the erosion of the Muslim community. Therefore, Islamic 
schools are very important to create future generations with strong Islamic identities.  Here are  
important benefits of an Islamic school in a community like New Mexico: 

1. Islamic schools embrace the ethnic diversity among its students, which is an apparent 
extension of the Islamic centers’ mission. The Islamic centers in the U.S. have the most 
difficult mission to fulfill which is to unify Muslims in the west based on their faith despite 
their various ethnic diversities. This is a major and significant message that has always been 
carried by Islam and emphasized in several of its teachings and sermons such as the Hajj.  
Students at Islamic schools provide exemplifier lessons to all members of the Islamic 
community regarding unity among its members. 

2. Islamic schools are considered the melting pot for all Muslim children who grow up together 
with less linguistic and cultural barriers among themselves, hence provide a more unified 
and strong American Muslim community that contributes to the healthy development of a 
successful society.   

3. Parents of Muslim students share common interests that are related to their children’s 
education, especially mothers who are continuously involved in their children’s education. 
Islamic schools provide a forum and healthy environment for social interactions among 
parents to support each other and support their children’s education. This is considered to 
be a mission that is directly supporting Islamic centers.  Islamic schools help elevate the 
sense of higher responsibilities toward the Muslim community.  

4.  Islamic schools prepare the future leaders of the Muslim community in United States, 
another supporting mission to the role of Islamic centers. Islamic schools graduate 
outstanding American citizens with well-established Islamic Identity. Strong Islamic identity 
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forms during the early stages of life when students receive their education under healthy 
Islamic environment.  Islamic schools teach the importance of family and community values 
as stated by the Islamic faith.  

5. Islamic schools save our children from the risks of being bullied in public schools because of 
their faith and Islamic morals. When children get subjected to the peer pressure or bullied in 
public schools, there is a risk of growing up either rejecting their faith and family values or 
hating the society at large. Children rarely share their experiences at the public schools with 
their parents. Therefore, Islamic schools provide alternatives to Muslim families for their 
children’s education under a healthy Islamic environment.   

6. Islamic Schools shield our children from the exposure of drugs and sexual connation’s and 
abuse during their early and vulnerable stages of their life. There is always a risk of Muslim 
children being impacted by their exposure to such distractions, which would add to their 
vulnerabilities. 

7. Islamic schools help retain in the New Mexico community young families who are constantly 
looking for good Islamic schools for their children. Therefore, the Muslim community will 
benefit from their contribution in the well being of the community and its children.    

8. Islamic schools provide constant teachings of Islam, Quran, Hadith and the Arabic language.  
A mission that is proved to be more challenging when it is carried out at home alone or in a 
couple of hours of Sunday school.  

9. Islamic schools in the US teach the students moderate Islam in a unique open faith 
environment that teaches living with other faith with respect, understanding and mutual 
acknowledgement.  

10. Muslim schools are great help to parents who have converted to Islam and would like to 
raise their children based on the teachings of Islam but do not have the in-depth knowledge 
to support them. Islamic schools help expand the religious knowledge of new converts and 
allow them to learn about Islam with their children. 

11. Islamic schools eliminate potential identity crisis of Muslim children who could suffer from 
being at public schools. Muslim students could be tormented between living at home with 
conservative Islamic values and a school where they spend 8 hours a day without these 
values. Islamic schools provide a consistent life style for Muslim students and save them the 
predicament of contradicting life styles.  

12. Islamic schools provide smaller classrooms for better individualized instruction and 
education. Students receive more attention from their teachers and therefore excel in their 
education.  
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13. Islamic schools give greater insight of Islam to non-Muslim teachers who grow more 
knowledgeable and respectful of Islam and Muslims.  

14. Islamic schools observe and celebrate the Muslim holidays (Ramadan, Eid El Fitr and Eid El 
Adha,), which provide its students with the sense of community in sharing their celebration 
to counteract the effects of not observing the non-Muslim holidays. 

15. Students with a foundation that is rooted in an Islamic education have a better chance for 
successfully completing higher education and having successful careers. They grow up to be 
outstanding representatives for their Islamic faith when they interact and provide 
exceptional services to the community at large. 

16. Muslims have the responsibilities for DA’WA (teaching Islamic faith) at least by interacting 
with the non-Muslim community and conveying the truth about the Islamic faith and its 
great teachings. Islamic schools are the gateways of the Muslim community into the non-
Muslim communities.  Students of the Islamic schools interact with the larger community 
through science fair competitions, exchange visits, supervised field trips, etc. 

17. Islamic schools carry similar mission as Al Azhar University in Egypt, which has the mandate 
to graduate college students of all disciplines; doctors, engineers, business, education, etc… 
with extensive Islamic and linguistic knowledge to interact with the world and convey the 
Islamic message. Muslim communities in the U.S. have the opportunity to own and act on 
the same mission and support theIslamic schools to prepare outstanding citizens with strong 
Islamic identity.  

18. The majority of Islamic schools all over the U.S. survive only through the tuitions and the 
support of their Muslim communities. Support comes in many forms starting from 
constructive criticism, through the assistance of volunteers, charity and zakah donations. 
Successful Islamic schools reflect the strength and the unity of the Muslim community. 
Members of the Muslim community in the State of New Mexico are invited to develop a 
successful school that will strengthen and support the future generations of New Mexico.   

19. Salam Academy is known as the only NCA accredited Islamic school in the State of New 
Mexico. Salam Academy could be developed as a model school on the national level based 
on the human and financial resources currently exist among the members of the Muslim 
community. This goal could be achieved if the community is united and stand firm behind 
the school. Please cease the opportunity to share your comments and suggestions with the 
Salam Academy Board of Directors.   

20. Salam Academy sets December 18th to be the EDUCATION SUCCESS DAY every calendar year 
where the community gets together to celebrate the education successes of our students 
and show our appreciation to their hard work and achievements.   
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Salam Academy’s Vision is to create outstanding American 
citizens who are trained to be leaders in their family, 

community, and the American society as a whole 
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